•  .  afe'-PBTFP  UNOFFICIALLY  TO  THE  EMPEROR  on 

Outline^#f  the  Latest  Developments  of  Jan* 
Negotiations 


Instruction  sent  to  Ambassador  NOMURA. 

pregress  of  negotiations  in  Washington 
•  •  • 
a<-  Nov*  7  NOITURA-HULI  Conversation 

bP  Nov.  lr  NOMURA-ROOSEVFLT  Conversation 

Developments  in  Tokyo 

ac  Nov,  10  Talk  between  Foremen  Minister  TOGO  and  the 
U.S.  Ambassador 

be  Nov.  11  Talk  between  Foreign  Minister  TOGO  and  the 
British  Ambassador 


1.  Instruction  sent  to  Ambassador  NOI.’URA: 

Japan's  counter-orooosal  on  Japanese- American  negotiations,  on 
which  an  Imperial  decision  was  received  in  the  presence  the 
Emperor  on  November  5th,  was  dispatched  on  the  same  day  to  Ambas¬ 
sador  NOMURA  by  telegram.  In  view  of  the  negotiations',  which  had 
already  lasted  half  a  year  since  its  commencement,  Japan  has  been 
making  concession  after  concession,  bear^n^  the  unbearable,  in 
order  to  reach  a  compromise  quickly.  In  spite  of  this,  America 
has  not  only  shown  no  friendly  reaction  but  held  firmly  to  her 
original  opinion.  It  is  because  of  our  sincerest  desire  to 
maintain  peace  that  we  have  thus  made  difficult  concessions ,  dis¬ 
playing  our  sincerity  to  the  utmost.  However,  there  is  a  limit 
to  our  patience.  If  our  existence  and  Prestige  are  at  stake,  we 
mus*  defend  them  if  necessary  regardless  of  the  sacrifice.  Should 
the  U.£>.  still  take  an  attitude  to  disregard  our  position,  we  shall 
have  to  consider  that  there  is  no  ground  left  for  further  negotia¬ 
tion.  Tith  the  negotiation  approaching  its  final  stage,  we  have 
instructed  him  to  notify  the  U.S,  that  she  should  take  proper 
measures  by  reconsidering  the  situation  ^ron  a  broader  viewpoint 
upon  the  or°sent  situation  that  does  not  Permit,  of  even  a  day's 
delay. 

2,  Negotiations  in  Washington. 

a, .  Meeting  between  Ambassador  NOMURA  and  Secretarv  of 
State  Hull  (Nov.  7.) 

Ambassador  NOMURA,  accompanied  by  Minister  WAKA3UGI,  called 
on  Secretary  of  State  Hull  and  explained  carefully  Japan's  position 
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and  determination.  He  was  also  under- instructs  on  to’reach  a  com¬ 
promise  at  the  earliest  date . possible  on  the  three  chief  pending  •. 
questions-  Among  the  three  main  oendinc  questions i-.e.- ,  non- 
preferential  treatment  o<*  commerce*,  Tripartite  °act  and  withdrawal 
of  troons,  the  first  two  could  roughlv  be  broueht  to  a' co^orori se 
bv  our  present.  proposal-  Regarding  the  stationing  op  the  trooos, 
we  earnestly  wish  that  in  view  of  a  maximum  concession  made  by 
Jaoan,  in  suite  of  great  hardships,  U-S-  would  taj'e  a  far-sighted 
view  of  the  prevailing  situations  from  a  bhoader  standpoint- 


To  this,  Secretarv  of  State  Hull,  after  reading  ou~  counter¬ 
proposal,  is  reported  to  have  answered  to  the  following  effect? 


The  question  of  non-nrefer^ntial  treatment  is  acceptable-  As 
to  the  stationing  of  the  troops,  he  simly  asked  in  what  propor¬ 
tions  the  withdrawal  and  the  stationing  will  be  ^ade.  Regarding 
the  question  o *  self-defense,  in  connection  with  the  Tripartite  °act 
he  stated  that  they  would  give  an  answer  in  due  course  after  study¬ 
ing*  the  question.  ,  ,*, 

Further,  on  this  occa.sion,.  the  Secretary  of  State  asked-;  as. his 
oerporwl  question,  what-  Japan  would  think,  ir  the  highest  auth¬ 
orities  of  China  should  Pledge,  her  friendship  and  confidence -to 
■*he  Japanese  Government  as  well  as.  to  its  nation  and  wish  for  the 
'  restoration  of  friendly  relationship  between  Japan  and  China*.  .He 
wished  it  to  be  qonveyed  to  the  Japanese  Government  to.  enquire. 

tibout  its.  intention-'  •  •  !rt 

"  .•  *  •*  •  •  * 

*•  •••.  .  t  .  .. 

•  .  This  Proposal  may  be  interprets  as  tentin'*  at  the.U-SVs  . 
intention  of*  leaving  the  question  of  the  withdrawal  of  troops,  in. 
'China  to  a  "direct,  negotiation  between  Jaoan  and  China,  s<nde'  this 
has  been  the  most  difficult  Point  in  .the  negotiation*  If  so,  we 
mav  be  able  tp  get  a  *chanc,  ,  as  has  been  Japan's  wish  erom  the 
beginning;  of  solving  the  China  Incident,  through,  direct  negotia¬ 
tions  between  Japan  and  China  without  any  intervention,  by  a  third 
power-  We,  therefore,  instructed  Ambassador  NOilURA  on  November  9 
that  he  should  take  necessary  steps  to  enable  us  to  avail  our¬ 
selves  o**  this  proposal,  on  condition  that  the . U-S-  ->ould  delay 
the  execution  of  items  of  agreement  on  questions'' other  than  the 
China  question  until  the  making  o£  oeaco  between  Japan  and  China, 
and  that  she  would,  during  this  Period,  refrain  from  actions  of 
.assisting  CHIANG-  ’ 

b.  Meeting  between  ^resident  Roosevelt  and  i^bassador 
NOMURA  (Nov-  1*)  .  -  '  • 


Ambassador  NOMURA  met  Drrsident  Roosevelt  and  explained  as 
follows?  Six  months- have . alrcadv  elapsed  since  the  cowmoncement 
o r  Japanese- 'merican  negotiations,  and  during  this  time,  Japan 
has  endured  the  unbearable  and  made  many  concessions-  In  soito 
of  this,  the  U.  S„  Government,  has  strongly  adhered  t.o  its  original 
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urouosal  without  making  any  concessions.  There  are  ueoule  in  our 
country  who  entertain  doubts  as  regards  the  real  intentions  of  the 
♦■w  "t  iherefo**e,  from  the  viewpoint  of  earnestly  desiring  ueace, 
the  Jaoanese  Government  has  made  the  maximum  concession  in  the 
three  questions  which  were  the  most  difficult  ueints  heretofore 
in  the  negotiations. 

However,  the  President  did  not  immediately  exuress  agreement  or 
denial.  Hr-  stated  the  following  onlv  in  an  abstract  manner:  At 
the  oresent  time  the  whole  world  is  in  a  critical  condition  because 
of  disturbances  caused  bv  acts  of  aggressions.  Cur  good  sense  hones 
fervently  that  the  world  would  soon  return  to  +he  nroner  course  of 
ueace.  Th~  obioct.  of  the  U.S.  Government  lies  in  rxertine  its 
best  efforts  to  bring  about  ueace  in  thp  Pacific  Ocean  areas 
through  the  soirit  of  fair  clay,  I  hour  that  these  urel^minary 
conversations  will  favorably  result  in  becoming  the  basis  of  the 
negotiations.  The  U,S.  exoects  to  check  the  exuansion  of  war, 
and  establish  a  uermanent  ueace. 

He  added  in  connection  with  the  urinciule  of  non-discrimination 
that  the  world  generally  hones  that  it  would  be  carried  out. 

'Tien  Ambassador  NOMURA  stated  that  the  U.^.  econoric  nressure 
against  Jauan  is  exciting  thr  Jananese  ueoule,  the  President  said 
that  the  ueoule  sometimes  reauire  a  so-called  "modus  vive-ndi"  in 
order  to<live,  and  that  this  should  be.  translated  "rode  of  living." 

In  reference  to  the  above,  it  is  to  our  sururise  and  regret 
that  the  U.S,  Government  in  this  negotiation  still  con+inues  ad¬ 
hering  to  the  attitude  of  not  emerging  from  the  bounds  of  pre¬ 
liminary  conversations.  ’’fo  keenly  felt  that  this  is  most  un¬ 
becoming  at  the-  uresent  crossing  situation  n,hich  reauires  the 
sueedy  conclusion  of  the  negotiation.  Therefore,  on  the  11th, 
instructions  ^er e  again  sent  to  Ambassador  NOMURA  ordering  him  to 
take  stens  to  try  to  urge  the  U.a.  Government  to  deeuly  reconsider 
this  uoint.  Also,  on  the  12th,  close  attention  of  the  U.S. 
Ambassador  in  Tokyo  was  also  called  to  this  uoint, 

.  *  \  • 

3 r  Negotiations  in  Tok«rO. 

a.  Conversation  with  the  U.S.  Ambassador  in  Tokvo  (Nev.  10) 

A  general  exchange  of  ouinions  mas  already  carried  out 
w^th  the  U.9,  Ambassador  on  the  3^th  of  October,  but  I  met  him 
again  on  the  10th  and  stated  as  follows: 

After  studying  the  cast  urogress,  what  I  feel  keenly  is  the  in¬ 
sufficient,  understanding  of  facts  on  the  cart  of  the  U.S,  The 
Jauanese-Awerican  negotiations  hive  been  uostuoned  time  and  again. 
In  the  meantime,  we  have  made  as  much  concessions  as  uossible  to 
the  U.S,  contentions,  regardless  of  '"hich  the  U.S,  has  firmly 
adhered  to  her  first  contentions  ’"ithout  yielding  a  sten.  In 
some  uoints  she  has  even  reversed  her  attitude-  Consequently, 
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there  ire  oeoole  on  our  side  who  even  doubt  th<*  sincerity  o!*  the 
U.  S.  Government,  and  nubile  feeling  will  n»t  tolerate  my  further 
delay.  "  . 

I  referred  to  the -accroaching  Diet  session  a,rid  '■'^piq'ined^the 
urgency  or  the  situation*.  I  strongly  requested  t hit  the  U.S* 
Government  solve  the  problem  a*  «  single  strode  from  1  "wide  point 
of  view,  md r  exuIsrtnedT  TJoiht  by  Ttoint  our  list  j(T.N.  Silgo-m) 
proposal.  I  ilso  emphasized  the  following  effect:  In  some  cases, 
economic  pressure  cm  result.  in  offering  1  deeper  threat  thin  that 
by  force  ®f  arms.  •  Also,  iri  regard -'to  the  Chini  problem,  for  Jaoan, 
it  is  tantamount  to  suicide  to  tamely  ^cceo'*'  terms'  which  ignore 
the  results  of  four  md  i  half  years  v  of  sacrifice.  Since  public 
ooinion  would  -never  allow-  this,  I  fervently  hob'e  ’that'  the  U.S. 

would  consider  this  point  fully* 

,  .  _  •  •  r 

I  requested  him  to  trmsrit  the-  above  to  his  Governw^ht. .  The 
U.S.  Ambassador  1  colled  that  ho  would  cable  the  above  to  his 
Government  immediately  as  he ;  tooj  lr>s  the  desire  to  e*ert  all  his 
efforts  for  the  adjustment  or  Jaoanc-se-lmerlcan  relations,  • 

b,  Conversation  with  the  British  Ambassador  in  Tokyo  (Nov  11) 

On  both  the  29th  and  30th  of  October,  T'  als-5  explained 
in  detail  to  the  British.  Ambassador.  Craigio,  the  necessity  of  an 
irrodiate  satisfactory  conclusion  of  the  Jaoanese-Amef idan  nere- 
tiation.  I -heard  th?t  the  Ambassador  reported  the  above  to  his 
Government.  -  When  I  met  the  Ambassador  on  November  11,  he  referred 
to  it,  so  I  stated  the  following  effect; 


Negotiations  have  already  entered  the  main  clvTse,  <tnd  now  by 
submitting  (T.  N*  Asigo-Teki)  Japan's  counter-proposal  of  a  final 
nature,  it  has  now  entered  the  final  chase.  It  would  be*orotJer 
for  Britain  to  -cooperate  so  as  to  guide  the  negotiations  to 
success.-  If  the  U.S.  accents  our  proposal,  the  s-lenin*  is  possible 
within  a  week  to  ten  days.  And  r  un<*0T*J  unately ,  the  T*S.  rejects 
this,  there  is  no  ncssibility  of  continuing  the  negotiation;^  Be¬ 
sides,  our  domestic  situation  is  such  that  it.  win  not  all o”’  fur¬ 
ther  delay  in  this  negotiation.  Since  there  should  be  methods  for 
a  soeedv  and  satisfactory  conclusion,  depending ■  unon  the>  a'ttitudes 
of  tho  U.S.  and  Britain,  I  hoco  that  the  British  Government  would 
al6o  give  the  above  matter  her  fullest  -consideration  and*  exert 

efforts  for  the  soeedv  conclusion  of  this  negotiation. 

•  •  •  *  •  * 

*****  #*  ^  * 

The  ambassador  seemed  to  have  had  the  inqression  that  this  ne¬ 
gotiation  was  still  in  the  oreilminarv  stage,  and  through  my  ex- 
olanaticn,  he  seeme/3-  to  have  become  a^arc*  for  the  first  time  of 
the  urgency  of  the  situation.  «He  left  after  replying  that  he 
wishes  to  oxert.  his  best  efforts  in  cooperating  /or  a  break  in  • 
the  deadlock*  *  •’’’  "  ’  * 
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Statement  of  Source  and  Authentioit; 


I,  ElYASHI.  Ki 
the  Japanese  Govern] 

Archives  Section _ 

and  that  as  such  offioia 
consisting  of  (11)  pap;i 
follows*  OUTLINE  OF  T 
I  further  oertify  that  t] 
document  of  the  Japanese  Government,  and  that  it  is  part  of  the  official 
archives  and  files  of  the  following  named  ministry  or  department  (specify 
int;  also  the  file  number  or  citation,  if  any,  or  any  other  official 
designation  of  the  regular  location  of  the  document  in  the  archives  or 
files)*  Aroh'/es  Section,  THE  FOREIGN  OFFICE  _ 


iru  ,  hereby  oertify  that  I  am  officially  connected  with 

nt  in  the  following  capacity*  Chief, _ 

THE  FOREIGN  OFFICE _ 

I  have  custody  of  the  document  hereto  attached 
,  datod  14  November  ,  19  41  ,  and  described  as 
RECENT  ?ROGRE§lf  ON  ~'J.  S  , -TaXNESE  NEGOTIATION. 


Signed  at  Tokyo  on  this 
26th  day  of 


Janua 


mature 


Witness*  /s/  K.  Urabo 


Chief,  Archives  Section 


'fficial  Capacity 


Statement  of  Official  Procurement 


I,  Henry  Shimo.lima  ,  hereby  certify  that  I  am  associated  with  the 
General  headquarters  oi*  the  Supreme  Commando p  for  the  Allied  Powers,  and 
that  the  above  desoribed  document  was  obtained  by  me  from  the  above  signed 
official  of  the  Japanese  Government  in  the  conduct  of  my  official  business 


Janua r 


s/  Henry  Shimojima 


Investigator,  IrS 


Witness*  /s/  J.  G.  Lambert 
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INFORMAL  REPORT  TO  EMPEROR  OF  Nov.  20,  1941- 


The  other  day  I  reported  to  you  tho  .sorcery  of  tbo.  details  of  the 
negotiations  conducted  at  Washington  and  Tokyo  subsequent  to  the  despatch 
of  the  Imperial  (T.N.  Japanese)  Government's  instructions  (6th).  Today, 
however,  I  shall  report  to  you  the  subsequent  developments. 

Talks  were  held  four  times,  viz.  on  the  12th,  15th,  17th  and* 18th,  but 
as  it  just  so  happened  that  Ambassador  KUR'JSU  arrived  at  Washington  on  the 
15th,  the  said  Ambassador  participated  also  in  the  negotiations  on  both  the 
17th  and  18th,  together  with  Ambassador  NOMURA. 

(l)  Parley,  between  Ambassador  NOMURA  and  Secretary  of  State  Hull  of 
the  12  th. 

•  •  »  •  •  • 

Notwithstanding  the  fact  that  the  11th  fell  on  Armistice  Day,  the  U.S. 
State  Department  deliberated  th®  whole  day  on  the  proposal  submitted  by  our 
side  (T.N.  Japan),  and  on  the  12th  Seoretary  of  State  Hull  handed  the’ fol¬ 
lowing  two  notes  to  Ambassador  NOMURA  (accompanied  by  Minister  WAKASUGI) 
who  visited  him  on  the  12th,  viz.  (A)  A  note  expressing  the  desire  of  having 
our  (T.N.  Japanese)  new  Cabinet  also  confirm  the  opinion  manifested  to  the 
U.S.  Government  by  the  KONOE  Cabinet  on  August  28  in  regard  to  the  Pacific 
polioy  entertained  by  it,  as  well  as  (3)  A  note  confirming  Secretary  of 
State  Hull's  personal  suggestion  made  to  Ambassador  NOMURA  on  the  7th  in 
regard  to  the  China  Problem,  viz.  the  proposal  of  having  both  Japan  and 
China  mutually  exchange  oaths  for  the  sake  of  establishing  truly  amicable 
and  cooperative  relations.  On  that  occasion  he  (Hull)  appears  to  have 
orally  hinted  his  intention  of  acting  as  a  mediator  betweon  Japan  and  China. 
Furthermore,  in  regard  to  the  stationing  of  troops  in  China,  the  Secretary 
of  State  expressed  his  opposition  to  the  permanent  or  indefinite  stationing 
of  troops,  and  he  is  said  to  have  repeatedly  criticized  Hitlerism- by  stating 
that,  as  for  the  Japan -Germany- Italy  Tripartite  Pact,  it  was  inconsistent 
for  Japan  to  stand  in  alliance  with  Germany  on  one  hand  while  advocating  a 
paoifio  policy  on  the  other,  and  that  there  would  no  longor  be  any  need  for 
Japan  to  remain  in  the  Tripartite  Foot  in  the  event  of  a  Pacific  Ocean 

Peace  Agreement  being  conducted. 

•  •  •••«..  * 

With  regard  to  the  foregoing,  the  Government  made  Ambassador  NOMURA 
reply  that,  as  for  (A),  the  items  regarding  whioh  the  U.S.  desires  confir¬ 
mation  are  all  embodied  in  our  Proposal  and  that  tho  present  Government 
also  has  no  objection  in  confirming  same  in  the  spirit  thereof;  however, 
the  satisfactory  conclusion  of  the  present  negotiations  should  bo  made  the 
preamble,  so  that  it  would  be  obvious  that  not  our  side  only  (T.N.  Japan) 
should  suffer  any  restraint  in  the  event  of  the  negotiations  ending,  by  any 
chance,  in  a  rupture.  As  for  (B)  the  said  Ambassador  was  instructed  to  be 
on  his  strict  guard  not  to  bring  about  a  delay  in  the  negotiations  by  com¬ 
plicating  the  situation  thereby  as  same  wa3  accepted  (T.N.  for  consideration) 
by  our  side  from  the  standpoint  of  bringing  about  o  break  in  the  deadlock. 


IPS  Doc.  No.  3105(5) 


(2)  Parley  between  Ambassador  NOMURA  and  Seorotary  of  State  Hull  of 
the  15th. 

Seoretary  of  State  Hull  presented  two  notes  rolative  to  the  question 
of  Commerce.  Of  those,  (A)  expatiates  on  tho  point  that,  whereas  our  Final 
Proposal  (T.N.  Saigo-an)  (Proposal  A)  stated  "In  the  event  of  the  Principle 
of  Non-Discrimination  being  applied  throughout  the  entire  world,  the  en¬ 
forcement  of  this  principle  in  the  entire  Paoific  area,  also  including 
China,  is  approved,"  it  is  desired  that,  by  taking  into  consideration  the  . 
U.S.  policy  of  endeavoring  to  remove  trade  barriers,  Japan  also  withdraws 
the  stipulation  regarding  "Application  throughout  the  Entire  Vorld,  etc." 
as  the  United  States  cannot  hold  itself  responsible  for  countries  outside 
of  its  own  jurisdiction. 

Proposal  "B"  is  styled  the  "Proposal  re  Japan-U.S,  Joint  Declaration 
regarding  Economic  Polioy"  and  is  made  up  of  tho  throo  parts  of  (l)  General 
Policy,  (2)  Japan-U.S.  Relations,  and  (3)  Policy  for  the  Facific  Area,  (l) 
states  that  both  Japan  and  the  U.S.  should  cooperate  in  restoring  ths  free¬ 
dom  of  commerce  throughout  the  -world,  (2)  stipulates  tho  restoration  Of 
normal  relations  between  the  tv/o  nations  in  regard  to  commerce,  finance  and 
eoonomy,  and  the  concluding  of  a  commercial  treaty,  whereas  (3)  spooifics 
that  full  control  rights  should  bo  returned  to  China  in  regard  to  eoonomy, 
finance  and  currency;  preferential  or  monopolistic  rights  shall  not  be 
acquired  in  China;  and  that  tho  joint  economic  exploitation  of  China  shall 
be  engaged  in  through  the  cooperation  of  tho  Powers.  After  receiving  the 
foregoing.  Ambassador  NOMURA  promised  to  transmit  same  to  his  Government, 
at  the  same  time  drawing  the  attention  of  tho  U.S.  side  to  the  fact  that  it 
was  improper  to  consider  the  present  negotiations  as  boing  still  in  tho 
stage  of  Preliminary  Talks  inasmuch  as  sene  had  already  entered  into  the 
main  stage.  Against  this  the  Secretary  of  State  is  said  to  have  strongly 
persisted  in  his  stand  that  they  were  still  Pro  lirainary  Talks  and  that  it 
would  be  more  proper  to  enter  upon  Japan-U.S,  negotiations  after  first  of 
all  discovering  the  basis  for  negotiations  through  the  preliminary  talks 
between  Japan  and  Amorioa  and  consulting  with  interested  nations  like 
Britain,  Netherlands  and  China,  etc. 

On  that  occasion.  Ambassador  NOMURA  is  said  to  have  done  his  utmost  in 
explaining  that  a  Japan-U.S.  Agreement  and  the  Tripartite  Paot  would  not  bo 
conflicting  as  the  Secretary  of  State  repeated  his  suspicions  regarding 
Japan's  peaceful  intontions  and  wen t  on  to  dwell  on  the  Tripartite  Fact  by 
repeatedly  expressing  his  strong  desire  to  have  tho  said  Pact  made  extinct 
or  a  dead  letter  as  there  should  bo  no  need  for  Japan  to  preserve  it  in  the 
event  of  a  Japan-U.S.  Agrocment  becoming  concludod.  In  brief,  tho  United 
States  assumed  the  attitude  that  the  views  of  the  U.S.  regarding  the  other 
ponding  questions,  viz.  tho  Tripartite  Fact  and  tho  problems  of  stationing 
troops  -would  be  presented  after  receiving  our  reply  to  the  aforementioned 
^wo  notes. 

Rfith  regard  to  the  aforesaid  two  notos.  Ambassador  NOMURA  was  instructed 
to  reply  to  the  U.S.  that,  as  regards  "Application  throughout  the  Entire 
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World,  etc.  . inasmuch  as  it  is  our  de3iro  to  have  the  said  principle 
applicable  uniformly  throughout  the  entire  world,  wo  have  made  it  our  condi¬ 
tion  to  agree  to  the  enforooment  of  the  said  principle  also  in  China  in 
sympathy  with  the  realization  of  the  said  desire,  so  that,  by  taking  into 
account  the  fact  that  this  principle  is  being  practically  ignored  at  the 
present  day,  we  cannot  agree  to  same  being  made  applicable  at  first  only  to 
China.  As  for  Proposal  (B),  by  utilizing  the  fact  that  this  is  styled  a 
tentative  plan  also  by  the  U.S.,  we  have  instructed  Ambassador  NOMURA  to 
have  the  U.S.  withdraw  same  completely  and  to  arrange  with  the  U.S.  authori¬ 
ties  to  expedite  the  negotiations  on  the  basis  of  our  Final  Proposal 
(T.N.  Sai’o-an),  especially  on  the  ground  that  the  various  clauses  dealing 
with  the  Pacific  Area  ignore  tho  actual  conditions  in  China,  and  especially 
as  Clause  3  (the  proposal  regarding  Joint  Explcitati on  of  China)  is  liable 
to  become  the  first  step  toward  International  Control  of  China. 

(3)  Parley  between  Ambassadors  N0I<!URA  and  *UJR'JSU,  President  Roosevelt 
and  Secretary  of  State  Hull  of  the  17th, 

Accompanied  by  Ambassador  ICURUSU,  Ambassador  NOLIUrA  first  of  all  visitod 
Secretary  of  State  Hull,  and  after  a  moating  of  about  30  minutes,  all  of  them 
had  an  interview  with  President  Roosevelt. 

It  is  reported  that  on  Ambassador  KURUSU  explaining  that  a  clash  between 
Japan  and  the  U.S.  would  not  be  beneficial  to  anyone,  tho  President  concorded 
with  this  view  and  stated  that  the  situation  could  bo  saved  by  formulating  a 
general  understanding.  On  tho  said  Ambassador  furthermore  emphasizing  Japan' 
peaceful  intentions  and  explaining  her  (T.1J.  Japan's)  position  as  regards  the 
Tripartite  Pact,  as  well  as  the  difficulties  centering  around  the  question 
of  stationing  of  troops,  to  this,  tho  President  is  said  to  have  replied  that 
he  had  heard  about  the  difficulties  regarding  the  China  problem  and  that  the 
U.S.  has  no  intention  of  interfering  or  assisting  in  the  matter  but  is  merely 
desirous  of  becoming  only  an  introducer.  During  the  roetin",  which  lasted  ns 
long  as  an  hour  and  a  quarter  ,  the  rrosident  is  said  to  have  displayed  a 
friendly  attitude,  but  materially  no  special  ccmprojriso  was  seen. 

(4)  Parley  between  Ambassadors  NOWJRA  and  ICURUSU  and  Secretary  of 
State  Hull  of  the  18th. 

Secretary  of  State  Hull  emphasized  the  menooe  of  Hitlerism,  adding  that 
the  poaoc  policy  of  the  U.S.  was  incompatible  with  same  and  that,  inasmuch 
as  it  would  be  most  difficult  to  adjust  the  U.S, -Japan  relations  as  l^ng  as 
Japan  joins  hands  with  Germany,  it  was  impossible  t--  m-.ka  any  pro^ross  in  the 
parleys  between  Japan  and  the  U.S.  without  first  of  all  eliminating  this 
basic  obstacle.  Both  Ambassadors  gave  th-’ir  roplies  ns  deemed  fit  to  the 
ocoasion  and  as  there  would  be  no  limit  to  discussions  on  such  u  basic  prob¬ 
lem  at  a  time  when  conditions  had  become  30  tense,  both  ..mbassadors  proposed 
on  their  own,  with  a  view  to  planning  to  alleviate  the  situation  in  the 
Southwest  Pacific,  to  have  conditions  roster  d  as  they  were  pri'r  to  the 
enforcement  of  the  Freezing  “ct,  by  Japan  withdrawing  her  troops  from  Fronoh 
Indo-China  and  by  the  U.S.  rescinding  tho  Freezing  Aot. 
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After  being  prevailed  on  in  tjirn  by  both  Ambassadors,  the  Soorotary  of 
State  Jj  said  to  have  ropliod  that#  in  tho  event  of  it  being  made  clear  that 
the  heads  of  the  Japanese  Government  are  truly  oarnoSt  in  pursuing  u  puoifio 
policy,  he  did  not  mind  seizing  this  opportunity  to  persuade  Britain  and  the 
Netherlands,  etc.  to  restoro  conditions  to  tho  days  prior  to  the  .enforcement 
of  the  Freezing  Aot.  He  (T.N.,  Seorotc.ry  of  State  Hull)  remarked  that.it  mo 
necessary,  however«  for  the  political  conditions  in  Japan  to  proceed  toward 
an  increasingly  peaceful  trend. 

Against  tho  foregoing,  both  Ambassadors  NOMURA  and  KIJRUSU  oxprossod  the 
opinio*  that,  at  this  time,  when  the  United  States  was  about’  to  venture  oh 
the  Atlantic  by  revising  tho  Noutrality  Aot,  it  would  ho  most  advan¬ 
tageous  for  Japan  to  evade  a  rupture  in  the  Japan-U.S.  relations  and  prepare 
herself  for  future  activities  by  pulling  herself  out  of  the  present  orisis 
by  standing  aloof  from  the  theator  of  war.  Howovcr,  by  concluding,  that  the 
various  circumstances  made  the  Tentative  Plan  of  both  Ambassadors  insuffi¬ 
cient  ta  ensuro  the  safety  of  Japan’s  position,  the  Government  instructed 
both  Ambassadors  -at  midnight  of  tho  19th  to  immediately  prosent  to  the  U.S. 
authorities  tho  Proposal  "3"  that  was  decided  on  at  *the  meeting  held  in  the 
Imperial  prose nee  the  other  day. 


Page  4 


Doo.  No.  3105(5) 

$  ' 


CERTIFICATE 


Statement  of  Source  and  authenticity 


I»  HAYASHI,  Kaoru  hereby  certify  that  I  an  officially  connected  with 
the  Japanese  Government  in  the  following  oapacityi  Chief,  Archives 

Section,  THE  FOREIGN  OFFICE _ 

and  that  as  suoh  official  I  havo  custody  of  the  dooument  hereto  attached 
consisting  of  ( 11)  pages,  dated  20  November  ,  19  41  ,  and  described  as 
follows i  OUTLINE  OF  THE  RECENT  FRitaftfegS  0?j  ll.S.-jSlCTSSB  NEGOTIATION. 

I  further  certify  that  the  attaohod  reoord  and  dooument  is  an  offioinl 
dooument  of  the  Japanese  Government,  and  that  it  is  part  of  the  offioial 
archives  and  files  of  tho  following  named  ministry  or  department  (specify¬ 
ing  also  tho  file  mmber  or  citation,  if  any,  or  any  other  official 
designation  of  the  regular  location  of  tho  document  in  tho  archives  or 
files) i  Archives  Section,  THE  FOREIGN  OFFICE _ 


Signed  at  Tokyo  on  this 
26th  day  of  January  ,  19-18 

Witness i  /s/  K.  Urabe _ 


/ s /  X.  Ifayashi _ 

^Signature  of  Official 

SEAL 

Chief,  'irehives  Section _ 

6fficial  Capacity 


Statement  of  Official  I'rocurenent 


I,  Henry  Shinto jima  ,  horeby  certify  that  I  am  associated  with  the 
General  Headquarters  of  the  Supreme  Commander  for  the  Allied  lowers,  and 
th: t  the  above  described  document  ’was  obtained  by  me  from  the  above  signed 
official  of  the  Japanese  Government  in  the  conduct  of  my  official  business. 


Signed  at  Tokyo  on  this 
26th  day  of  January  ,  1948 

Witness*  / s/  J.  G.  Lambert 


/s/  Henry  Shimojima 
NAME 

Investigator,  IPS 
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